
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

While the liberals and the mainstream 
women's rights organizations are 
spending millions of dollars on 
campaigns to block court 
appointments and elect Democrats, 
those of us on the radical left will be 
organizing for the repeal of the Hyde 
Amendment, the law responsible for 
the death of Rosie Jiménez and so 
many others unable to get a safe, legal 
abortion simply because Medicaid in 
their state wouldn't pay for it. 
 
Although the regressive and 
reprehensible actions by judges and 
legislators must be exposed and 
condemned, the primary task of 
socialist feminists is to challenge their 
underlying causes, namely: political 
maneuvers in the service of an 
economic system predicated on the 
economic, political, social, and sexual 
exploitation of women; patriarchal 
disrespect for women's needs and 
rights; increasing disregard for the 
separation of church and state; 
subservience of the "leaders" of the 
abortion rights movement to the 
Democratic Party; and the readiness of 
feminists to abandon militant tactics in 
favor of the legalistic and legislative 
approach advocated by NARAL and 
NOW. 
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It's up to us as socialist feminists to 
continually push for the rebuilding of 
radicalism within the abortion 
rights/reproductive justice movement: 
the radicalism that forced state 
legislators and eventually the Supreme 
Court to acknowledge the 
Constitutional right of women to have 
an abortion if they so choose 
 
Today, we are demanding nothing less 
than full reproductive freedom for all 
women, in the context of our broader 
social, political, economic, and sexual 
rights.  This is only possible by working 
together to create and maintain an 
energized, empowering, grassroots, 
pro-choice presence within an 
independent, mass movement for 
fundamental social change: in other 
words, the replacement of capitalism 
with democratic socialism. 
 
No amount of pleading to "good" or 
"less bad" judges or legislators will get us 
to our goal.  Other than providing an 
opportunity for discussion of the real 
issues, involvement in lesser-evil judicial 
or electoral debates is just a waste of 
time.   More than that, it helps maintain 
the illusion that the capitalism system 
will ultimately be willing to meet our 
basic human needs if we can just 
make the right deals. 
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Vision and activism, not endless 
strategies of reaction to right-wing 
attacks, are the ways we will bring 
more members of our communities into 
a revitalized reproductive rights 
movement: a movement that 
unequivocally demands access to 
abortion for all women as an integral 
part of a nationalized system of free, 
high-quality health care. 
 

Honor the memory of Rosie Jiménez.   
 

 
 

Fight for the repeal of the Hyde 
Amendment. 

 
Stop the war on women! 

 



  HONOR THE MEMORY OF  
ROSIE JIMENEZ 

 
On October 3, 1977, Rosie Jimenez, a 

young woman from McAllen Texas, died 
from complications arising from a back-

alley abortion.  She died only weeks after 
the Hyde Amendment statute took effect, 
and days after the first anniversary of its 
initial passage. Ms. Jimenez was the first 
known victim of the Hyde Amendment. 

 
On October 3, 2005 we will organize local 
actions in memory of Ms. Jimenez and all 

the victims of the Hyde Amendment. 
 

For an action in your area or to get more 
involved in the work of the Socialist Party, 

contact: 
SP USA Women’s Commission 

susandor@crocker.com 
or 

Socialist Party USA 
339 Lafayette St. #303 
New York, NY 10012 

(212) 982-4586 
natsec@sp-usa.org * www.sp-usa.org 

www.sp-usa.org/rosiejimenezday/ 
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Local contact:  
Socialist Party USA 
339 Lafayette St. #303 
New York, NY 10012 

(212) 982-4586 
www.sp-usa.org 

--labor donated-- 
 


